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Rolly Gassmann
1 rue de I'Eglise
F-68590 Rorschwihr

Phone: +33 38973 63 28

E-mail: rollygassmann@wanadoo.fr

Viner: Auxerrois, Sylvaner, Pinot Blanc,
Riesling, Muscat, Pinot Gris, Gewurztraminer,
Pinot Noir, VT, SGN

Price: €€€
Quality: **k>*

Rorschwihr

The first time | met Pierre Gassmann was at a wine exhi-
bition in Bordeaux. | impolitely let it be known that | was
in a hurry and wanted to taste a selection of only six of
the wines from all of the ones he had on offer in order to
form an opinion about his production. When we reached
the twelfth | reminded him of this.

"How can | give you six wines until | know just what your
ideal is? It's completely impossible! Our wines are so dif-
ferent in character depending on where they come from,
50 you've got to try everything in order for me to know
what your preferences are!” he said wisely.

Very correctly his wines, for example Riesling, are different
as they all come from different types of soil. Rolly Gas-
smann is an unusual winery from many aspects. The tas-
ting room is a storage area for all the wines on sale, Here
wife and mother, Marie-Thérése Gassmann, can often be
found knowledgably guiding visitors through the wines.
She explains where they come from and can also give
some useful tips as to what food to eat as an accompa-
niment. One or two recipes are also available should you

want them. This lady has total control!

"Rolly is my maiden name and Gassmann my husband’s
and thus the name of the company,” she explained whilst
hurrying to collect an armful of bottles for a customer.
Sampling wine here can mean sixty or more unless you
definitely state otherwise. A good tip though is to try all
of them if you can manage it. [t will prove an experience
both in wine and geology.
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Rorschwihr

Another unusual fact is that this quality producer does not
have a single Grand Cru wine. The explanation for this, says
Pierre Gassmann, is that many different soil types within a
relatively small area can be found around Rorschwihr.

“On one side of the road can be one type of soil and on
the other a completely different type. Therefore there's
no point in having a Grand Cru here with all this diver-
sity. Here in the village we have 12 different types of soil
compared to the whole of Burgundy, for example, which
has a total of three. This is because our village lies exactly
at the beginning of a fault and the different strata of the

Vosges are concentrated here within a small area. On one

piece of land you can find orchids growing and flourishing
but in the field next to it they don't thrive at all. In the next
village, Bergheim, the fault covers a larger area and there
you find Grand Cru Kanzlerberg and Altenberg with their
own characteristics. It is most important that we, as wine-
growers, take care of our vines in the best way we can in
order to get the best grapes from the earth we have. Dif-
ferent years demand different measures. The only damage
that can be caused is in the winery. That's the way it is!"

When it concerns the actual products, a basic theme
prevails. It is quality that matters irrespective of the name
of the site where the wine comes from. | have noted a
Riesling Réserve, for example, as a real find. It would be
impossible to review all the wines but | would particularly
like to mention some of the 6011 which are available for
tasting.

Riesling Plaenzerreben both as a normal harvest and
Vendanges Tardives, Pinot Noir Réserve, Gewurztraminer
from Stegreben and Kappelweg, Muscat Moenchreben
Vendanges Tardives which is extremely seductive plus a
whole range of other fantastic dessert wines.

Take plenty of time when you come herel




