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Loved by the trade, relatively unknown
by the public, Alsace still struggles to
make itself heard. Stuart Peskett visits

the region to find out why
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A value point of view. 1he past seven yvar
have seen. unpasallelert siler redidty: (908
saw sales tn virloe Bwak the €500 millun
hasrber for the first Hime, and msults have
remsined steble ever since

in the UK, e steapline ‘kat Aslen. Dnink
Absace’ hay been used by FR organisabicn
Sopexa fo prorsote Alsace wings for the pa
five yean fishard Mannemacher at the
{ IVA cladmy that the compargn has bevn
effective, and the producers [spike 16 ail
agreed that for the LR at least ot has o
gevnd aatch and a posithve inevsage
Konatemaeher says the main profsem tor
Alsace )8 that consumers indersandably
still confuse Hy wines with those [om ovir
the bordet i1 Germany. He adds that n
testity of murketinng In othet countiis,
Alsaie s tramed up with Rhdne. as 95%
of wine in wch reglon iy omie polour

Bebieve it or not, Alsace o the msspines one

trench wine by valwe in Hs home ©ounty
tut i the UK, the oft-heard romark abvoue
the reglont is $Fat whih- it s loved by the
trnde, AWt wine consuiess just dun't ‘gm
Alice Madcel thfors-Williame, who hay
benght Alsace b The Wine Soclely since
1994y, say4 there b5 "no market whatsems vy
for the sweeter styfes of Alsie wine s the
U but that the dry sales are selling very
well He belicves that there is tay o much
taik on Vendenge Tusdives and the swout
wings. and that the only teat marke tor
suich stydes §s in brance, to accompmty fuie
grey ‘But in gemeral, he says. ‘wines frosm
Alsace have been getting sweeter and
sweeker, but this s because peojile are
picking Iater and latey, a8 well as seducing
their ylekds.'

Andeé Ostertag says thar when he gat
tavolved m winemaking 20 years ago, he
was convinced that Alsace would be the
king' of white wine areas, ‘bat it han't
happrned’. Anid while leun Trimbach
predicts a heautifal fature for Alsace . paitly
due o thie prnenitial of Uswititraminer in
Astan matkets, be says he winat
understand the sitvation tn the UK "The
UK yade has been saying that Alssce n their

fasousine wine for years, but they can never
rransmil this passton Into sl They are
unable g selt it to thelr custonmess, which |
unbelicvablle o me Al wrar other markets |
have overcomie 3 But little hy tigtle Alsace
iv overcoming tlus ofd image *

What e reassunng for Alsace i that the
guabtty of the best winies 15 undensable and
that while they are @ little more expensice
than may French wines the standard, on
average, i3 geoeraily good et us hope that
tihose wincriakers aking Ricsing and
Pincit Gigks at the sweeter emd ot thie scale do
1t spsoil it For the better predtu ey hecane
it wanild be a shame {f these 1nost toand-

fricadly of wines remained o seeret I
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EIODYNAMICS - INTHEIR OWN WORDS

Catherine Fatler, Domaine Weinbach

'y e of 2 philesophy thas a rigion: we e ot extremists. Biadynamics
Increases soll achdtty, whtiet s inaportant, and you catt'd use large teacions in the
vigeyird. bechuse you don't want to compact the soll tou mach, We know that it
works, beviuse 1t's geally bhaved on peasart agrivainre My grandmather had 3
wandertul s egetabls gavden, und sfre sisnd IBe Mok calendal - b at the tee, it
wasit't s alled biodynaaifs)

Ot the cateniban, Uiene ate Lontatn “bat’ dayy, when we avold reking anid batifing.
You shuuld avold meving the wine. And § wat at & tading cice. and | Grought that
vuf wines weren b guite a¢ gt 3s they suuid he § spoke 1o [wisemaker] Lavrege,
a3 she weant and chiecked, and @ wis 3 baid day o6 thy caleriar Theve ae even some
prople who will cansed sppatritments o sk daye. Yae moun hias an infisence on
the sea, an human bodies and sn plants, ¥ow cinmn get away trom that

André Ostertag. Domaine Ostertag

) e Rudell Steiner and § have fo be bonest: 1 didn't understand a single word of ic
Bui o ot iy best tricaads in Mewssauh had 8 viaevad hu Volnay, which was stitfering
from 3 vingy e tarnag to leolynamics. and thety was & tendlasance i the viiey aed
S 1 then lkne our st Gifficets picse of vinevaid, sround | Sha, and the resalts
were veis surprising Then § weit back w meas Stoimes 1 can tsay | understond
everythig. but i was ¢gser.

i am yenvinded by the o huigue, 3ad 15 convioced 1tan it brings ware Ufe e your
vines. But it's kiso e resubt of pout oW observation and your own infestion
Blodynanas 18 2 natural way fis grow viees if you belteve in fernry

Vean't pretend st § wiuterstand abl of i but it worka At whonl, yom leam that one
plus ane equals two, tagt by biodyyaatios, onie piis dhe does not 2hways squal two. Jt's
not logical One day we will undertand that, big & the monmot, we doa't have the
bey There are no i lentish srvearchitng blodynarmies, becaise thers s no econofiti
rrason tu do that I you find 3 new mokevale, you o prodme it sell it and make a
magin, with bisdynamics, what do yym tse? Crav manure, quaiz amad walesl

Jean-Christophe Bott, Bott-Geyl

“Ihe wities are mute balark ed, more hantanions, mote tomples, and dave more
ttense aundity. Bustsnamics (s atl abowtt working wih netuee and ol 1ty steoents -
wurking with nature and not against B, Najure s not st whi we see: the feaves, the
vines, atul s on, s also thingy you cennt feel, ke the stan.’

Glivier Humbrecht MW, of Zind-Humbrecht

‘I'm o mathematiciun, and when | sce o problecs, iy vay s dlways B say: How does
it work?” But with biodynamics § stasted & think “Why? Huw come tunigus dectdes 10
Ive an e vioe aru oot on tie ground?”

The plaovts alo Rave au influence The vie is Meroaey, and Meeun s a2 sign
watel A Wne 15 4 plant 1hol we have 10 pret In a cultivalion system wirere the water i5
the enesns 1f vou deanythiing to encousage this. you will ond up with too much tap
and too misieh slsease The vine dovsn € core abesal Baits; it a vety bad inother That
Is why eou pnane i wirdet - the vie goes ks @ Procrestion system and creates frin

We s six prepasatians, snd tliey 2 represerd the pdasits The wse of compant i 10
bring ol the planttary elements to the vine to enalile 1 to cross all those planetan
barrlers and achicve 3 proper npensis  The sun fepresents the foudt seq, Mars, the
ripening; and Jupdiec is the 5ig anhitedt

T don’t pellute and | don't sse chemicals, Toan walk througlo my vineyards with
bare tevl without wearing o mask At the end, life {s pure enctdy. When sun break
down mplvcudés 1o the very fast bil, you will hewd energy Atid ) you wash Jike that,
rhien you understarul what foakes for a betzer vine. But thic avtual Ume you'te doling
the hiody namic dth ts waly o tew days & moath - but same people think vou spesd
vour Hine danc jog urder the moon’




